
HEALTH CENTER 
PATIENTS ARE

MORE LIKELY TO HAVE A 
CHRONIC CONDITION AND 
REQUIRE SPECIALIZED CARE

CHCs by the Numbers 

31.5 MILLION Americans rely on CHC’s and other 
safety-net clinics as their primary care option. 

35% 

1 IN 11 PATIENTS IN THE U.S. ARE SERVED BY CHCS:

Millions of Americans in underserved communities depend on Community Health 
Centers (CHCs) to provide much-needed, high-quality health care. In addition to 
vital medical services and care, CHCs provide transportation, housing support, 
nutrition programs, and career services. The 340B program was established to 
help low-income and other vulnerable patients access more affordable medicines 
and health services and, in turn, support CHCs and other safety-net providers. 

HOW COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS 
AND THE 340B PROGRAM

CAN PROMOTE HEALTH EQUITY 
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Flaws in the way the program is structured have caused the program to stray 
from its original intent. As a result, most 340B discounts are not being used to 
support communities in need:

The current lack of accountability and transparency in the 340B program undermines it 
for all stakeholders, but especially the true safety-net providers and the patients that 
they serve. If the 340B program is weakened, existing health disparities will be exacer-
bated. Clear, practical, and achievable solutions are needed to ensure the program can 
work as intended, and patients don’t continue to get left behind. 

For more information, see ASAP’s

CHCS ARE ALSO A MAJOR SOURCE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THEIR COMMUNITIES

staff

Employing

285,000
Generating

in economic activity
$85 billion

Saving

to the health care 
system annually 

$24 billion

Today, the 340B program is absolutely essential to keeping CHCs’ doors open. While CHCs 
reinvest income they get from the 340B program back into patient care, as required by 
law, other 340B recipients spend their 340B profits in ways that don’t benefit patients.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/340b-drug-discounts-hospitals-low-income-federal-program-11671553899
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/24/health/bon-secours-mercy-health-profit-poor-neighborhood.html?smid=tw-share
https://www.asap340b.org/policy-principles
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